
 

20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

16th / 17th AUGUST 2025 

The Pastor’s Pen…. 
 

The setting for this weekend’s Gospel is that we be prepared for action and learn to 
better read the signs of our times. The Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
is a consolation and encouragement for us. It affirms that in standing up for our values 
and faith we aren’t alone, rather we are supported by a great cloud of witnesses,    
women and men of faith down the Millenia. Now to what this challenging Gospel text is 
about….. 
 
Having just reminded the apostles and the crowd that facing the coming judgment 
takes patience, Jesus now goes on to speak of how difficult it will be to wait. He tells 
them that he has come to set the earth on fire and of how he wishes it were blazing 
already. Recall that in chapter 3 of Luke's Gospel, John the Baptist tells the crowd that 
he is baptising with water, but someone mightier is coming who will baptise with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. The fire Jesus speaks of here is the distress caused by the coming 
judgment. It’s also the fire of the Spirit, that Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, will                
describe descending on the disciples on Pentecost. That Spirit-fire will strengthen them 
to courageously go out to the whole world to preach the good news of Jesus'                  
Resurrection. 
 
Jesus will be the first to experience the distress of the coming judgment. His baptism 
will be the conflict into which he will be immersed as he approaches Jerusalem and his 
death on the cross. His followers will not be spared sharing in that distress. The angels 
at Jesus' birth proclaimed peace on earth. Simeon, holding the baby Jesus in the     
Temple, said to God: “Master, now you may let your servant go in peace.” Here Jesus 
tells the crowd not to think he has come to bring peace; he has come to bring fiery    
division. Simeon said as much when he turned to Mary and said that the child was 
destined for the rise and fall of many and to be a sign that will be contradicted, and that 
a sword would pierce her own soul, too. Peace is the ultimate end of the Kingdom of 
God, but peace has a price. Jesus is telling the crowd that wherever the Word of God 
is heard and acted upon, division occurs; even some families will find themselves           
divided. 
 
The coming judgment forces us to look at the implications of our commitments. As  
Jesus warned in last Sunday's Gospel, a commitment of faith requires us to change 
our attitude toward material possessions and to take even more seriously our moral 
responsibilities to social problems. Here, he reminds the crowd that those who commit 
to him will find that it affects the way they relate to friends and family. The angel who 
announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah said John would go before Jesus 
to turn the hearts of fathers toward their children. But, a commitment to Jesus forces 
us to change the way we live our lives, and this can put strains on our relationships. 
 
We don't expect to hear such difficult words from Jesus in the Gospel. But it is good to 
be reminded every once in a while that the decision to do the right thing, the good 
thing, is not always easy and without conflict. Jesus himself did not make easy                     
decisions and avoid conflict, which is why he ends up on the Cross. In today's reading, 
he reminds his followers to be prepared for difficult decisions and conflict as well. 
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Penance Information Night 
 

6.30pm Tuesday 19th August  
Christ the King Church Graceville  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Penance for Children: In the year when children turn ten (Year Five), they are prepared to celebrate more 
fully the Sacrament of Penance with individual confession and absolution (the First Rite). This builds on the work of the                                             
previous year as they take the second step and learn in greater detail what it means to examine their conscience. The           
Sacrament of Penance is for children who have been Confirmed and made their First Holy Communion. Please join us for a 
brief parent session that will outline the next steps of your child’s sacramental journey …. Penance Information Night,             
Tuesday 19th August at 6.30pm at Christ the King Church, Churchill Street, Graceville. For more information or to RSVP for 
this event please email Melissa, our Sacramental Coordinator, at sc.corindagraceville@bne.catholic.net.au 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of these lands on which we gather, the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples, and pay our respects 
to their Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the continued deep connection and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: please continue to pray for Andrew, Mathilde, Ramon, Emily and Matthew who are              
journeying towards full initiation in the Catholic Church. If you are interested in the Catholic faith and feel a desire for the                
Sacraments of the Church please speak to Father Mark, Malia Mar, or contact the parish office. 
 
Baptism for Children: is celebrated twice a month in our parish, on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. If you wish 
to discuss Baptism for your child, please phone the parish office on 3362 8777. 
 
2025-2026 Social Justice Statement Launch: All are invited to the Brisbane Launch of the Australian Catholic Bishop's                    
Conference 2025-2026 Social Justice Statement. The document, titled 'Signs of Hope on the Edge - serving homeless people 
with mental ill-health", will be launched by Fr Gregory Jacobs SJ on Wednesday 20 August at 7pm at St James Parish Hall, 
Coorparoo. To find out more or to register your attendance, please visit tinyurl.com/SJState25-6 
 
Romero Centre Open Day: The Romero Centre is a ministry of the Archdiocese dedicated to supporting asylum seekers and 
refugees who often have no access to government support. You’re invited to come and visit, tour the centre and meet the 
team and community behind their great work. Thursday 21 August from 2:30pm-5:30pm at the Romero Centre, 8 Dutton St, 
Dutton Park. All are welcome! To find out more or register your attendance, please visit tinyurl.com/RomeroOpenDay 
 
Archdiocesan Multi Cultural Mass: Come and celebrate the rich diversity of the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of              
Brisbane at the annual Multicultural Mass, presided by Archbishop Mark Coleridge and concelebrated by priests who minister 
to cultural communities across the Archdiocese. Sunday 24th August at 2pm at the Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs Catholic 
Church, 54 Flint Street, Inala. In recognition of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees and this year’s theme from Pope 
Francis: “Migrants, missionaries of hope.” 



Children’s Liturgy of the Word: will be held this weekend Sunday 17th August at the 8.00am Mass at St Joseph’s Church, 
then next Sunday 24th August at 9.30am at Christ the King Church. All primary school aged children and children enrolled in 
the Sacramental Program are invited to attend.   
 
Morning Tea at St Joseph’s Church: will be held after the 8.00am Mass today Sunday 17th August. Please stay after Mass 
for a warm cuppa and a friendly chat. All welcome.   
 
Morning Tea at Christ the King Church: will be held today after the 9.30am Mass, Sunday 17th August. This will be held in 
the area behind the church. All welcome to stay for a treat and warm hospitality.  
 
God’s blessings: to Harrison who will be baptised at Christ the King Church this weekend. We warmly welcome you into our 
Parish Family and the Family of God. 
 
Sacrament of Penance for Children: for children who have been Confirmed and made their First Holy Communion. Please 
join us for a brief parent session that will outline the next steps of your child’s sacramental journey. Penance Information 
Night, Tuesday 19th August at 6.30pm at Christ the King Church. See page 2  for more information. 
 
Parish Finance Council: will meet at 7pm on Thursday 21st August at the Parish Office.  
 
Parish Choir: the next practice will be held at 7pm on Thursday 21st August in St Joseph’s Church. The choir will be singing 
at the 5.30pm Mass next weekend Saturday 23rd August. New members always welcome.  
 
St Vincent de Paul: will meet at 8.30am on Friday 22nd August in the Parish Office. New members most welcome.  
 
Youth Group: Friday night 22nd August, and every Friday night of the School Term, from 6.30pm to 8.30pm in St Joseph’s 
Hall Corinda. All Youth from Year 6 to Year 12 are welcome. A light dinner is included. Faith, friends and fun are all          
guaranteed!  
 
Open Music Group: Our next Open Music Group will lead the singing at the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 24 August.  We  
warmly welcome anyone who would like to be part of the music and singing group.  Just come to a practice at Christ the King 
Church at 5.15 pm on the day. Contact Ian Larter (0414 811 782) for further details. 
 
The Annual Catholic Campaign: will be held at all Masses next weekend 23rd / 24th August. This special campaign brings 
together all the parishes of the Archdiocese, to provide care and support for local ministries and people in need in our own 
communities. Funds raised will support ministries that directly impact this parish. The Campaign supports training future 
priests, caring for our elderly and retired priests, giving local families in dire need access to a Catholic education and caring 
for those suffering physically and emotionally in our community. Please do take a Campaign brochure and giving envelope 
with you today. You can either pop it in the mail or return it next week. Of course, if you prefer, you can also fill it in today and 
place it in the collection, or scan the QR code on the envelope to make your gift online. 
 
Scripture Reflection Group: will gather at 6.30pm on Wednesday 27th August in the Parish Office—enter via Columbarium 
entrance. All Welcome. 
 
Social Justice Sunday: will be celebrated on the weekend of 30th / 31st August. The Australia Catholic Bishops Conference 
has released this year’s statement “Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving Homeless People with Mental Ill-Health”, which is 
available to download now  at socialjustice.catholic.org.au  
 
Christ the King School Principal Tour: Wednesday, 3 September from 4pm to 5pm.  Registrations are               
essential and can be made via the school website www.ctk.qld.edu.au or by phoning 3379 7872. We are also 
holding a 'Stay & Play' morning available to children in Pre-Kindy and Kindy - families who are looking at Prep 
options for their children - on Thursday, 4 September from 9am to 10am. Registration is essential and parents/
guardians must be present for the hour. Any enquiries can be made to the school office on 3379 7872.  
 
Social Gathering: The next weekday social gathering for lunch at Westside HQ Bistro is being planned for Thursday 18 
September. Please watch this space for further details in the coming weeks. 

 
  

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: Pauline Apps, Joan Armstrong, Ron Atkins, Shirley Baldwin, Glenn Barry,  
Terry Betteridge, Michelle Bourke, Sue Butler, Margaret Byrne, Geraldine Cain, Bridie Carr, Cath Dennis, Maureen Doherty, Wilma 
Evans, Gwen Fosdick, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Anastasia Jamieson, Bevan Johnson, Fran Johnson, George Keane, Charles  
Keating, Katherine Kennedy, Clare Kratzmann, Annie Little, Fr Frank Lourigan, Natalie McCauley, Neil McCormack, Francis 
McPhee, Damien Mollard, Rey Ng, Peter Nguyen Hoa, Richard Niland, Ian Noon, Jan O’Donoghue, Tom O’Keefe (Jnr), Emma   
Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly Parer, Carmel Percival, Evander Petersen, Erin Seymour, Paul Taylor, Dulce Tazelaar, Sr Cyprian 
Thureson pbvm, Rebecca Wallace, Miriam Webb.  We pray for all our parishioners living in aged care.  
We pray for all who are suffering due to conflict, natural disaster and ill health.. 
 

May the recently deceased rest in peace: Jack Cain, Edmund Lim, Margaret McKenzie, Joe Braga, Leonie Gauld 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Mollie Parer, Bob Parer, Sr De Lourdes, Maria Nui Nguyen, Maria 
Thu Tran, Margaret Hanley, Patrick McCarthy, Patricia Fogarty, Paul Vickers, John Burgess, Ron Paul, Ed Fanton, Peter Boileau,   
Mary Cifuentes Davidson, Valda Friend, Maureen Walsh, Veronica Plunkett, Sharon Daniels, John Kalinowski, Bill O’Callaghan, 
Peter Foster, Lucy Falzon, Weronika Ratajczak, Joan Butcher, and the Aitape Tsunami victims. 
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Sign up to Flocknote 
 

If you have not done so                  
already, please register to         
connect with the parish and 
receive important updates. 
Please use the QR code to sign 
up. For those who prefer, a            
simple paper form is available at 
the doors of the church.              
Flocknote is free for parishioners 
to use, and you don’t download 
anything. Your information is kept 
secure and confidential. Even if you don’t use email, we ask 
that you complete a personal profile form, enabling the              
Parish to have accurate records of parishioners.   
Thank you.  

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
Wednesday 9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass 
Thursday  9.00 am St Joseph’s - Mass 
Friday 9.30 am Christ the King - Mass 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph’s 
Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 
 9.30 am Christ the King 
 6.00 pm Christ the King 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday 4.30 pm – 5.00 pm St Joseph’s 

Other times by appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated  
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month 

2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s 
4th Sunday 11.00 am Christ the King 

All enquiries to the Parish Office 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  
(Printed so that users may pray daily the Liturgical Prayer of the Church) 

TWENTIETH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
SUN, 17 AUG 20th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 

  Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 
MON, 18 AUG Judges 2:11-19; Mt 19:16-22 
TUE, 19 AUG St John Eudes, priest - Optional Memorial 

  Judges 6:11-24; Mt 19:23-30 
WED, 20 AUG St Bernard of Clairvaux, abbot, doctor of the church, 

  patron saint of candlemakers - Memorial 
  Judges 9:6-15; Mt 20:1-16 
  (Alt. Sirach 15:1-6; Jn 17:20-26) 

THU, 21 AUG St Pius X, pope - Memorial 
  Judges 11:29-39; Mt 22:1-14 
  (Alt. 1 Thess 2:2-8; Jn 21:15-17) 

FRI, 22 AUG The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
  - Memorial 
  Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14-16, 22; Mt 22:34-40 
  (Alt. Is 9:1-6; Lk 1:26-38) 

SAT, 23 AUG St Rose of Lima, virgin, patron saint of the Americas 
  and Philippines - Optional Memorial 
  Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Mt 23:1-12 

TWENTY-FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
SUN, 24 AUG 21st SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 

Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30 
 

HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (8.00 AM): 
"DISMISSAL FOR CHILDREN" 

We send you now to hear God’s word; God’s message just for you. 
Walk with Jesus by your side in ev’ry-thing you do. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
"PSALM 40: O LORD, COME TO MY AID" 

 
 
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS: “ONLY THIS I WANT” 

Refrain: Only this I want: but to know the Lord, 
And to bear His cross, 
So to wear the crown He wore. 

1. All but this is loss, worthless refuse to me, 
For to gain the Lord is to gain all I need. 

2. I will run the race; I will fight the good fight, 
So to win the prize of the Kingdom of my Lord. 

3. Let your hearts be glad, always glad in the Lord, 
So to shine like stars in the darkness of the night.  

 
SENDING FORTH: "PILGRIMS OF HOPE" 

 

1. Ev’ry nation, tongue, and people 
find a light within your Word. 
Scattered fragile sons and daughters 
find a home in your dear Son.      

2. God, so tender and so patient, 
dawn of hope, you care for all. 
Heav’n and earth are recreated 
by the Spirit of Life set free.      

 

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS 
“Dismissal for Children” Text: Marie-Louise Nankivell © 2008, Marie-Louise Nankivell.  
Music: Mana Nankivell © 2008 Mana Nankivell. Published by Liturgical Song. 
"Psalm 40: O Lord, Come to My Aid" Text: Psalm 39(40), The English translation of Psalm  
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. 
Music: Colin Smith, © 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing. 
“Only This I Want” Text: Based on Philippians 3:7-16; 2:15, 18. Text and Tune: Dan Schutte,  
© 1981, Daniel L. Schutte and OCP Publications. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186. 
“Pilgrims of Hope” Original Text: Pierangelo Sequeri. English Translation: Andrew Wadsworth. 
Music: Francesco Meneghello. 
 

A Morning 's Prayer: You’re invited to a morning of prayer in the beautiful surroundings of the Santa Teresa Spirituality 
Centre. Hosted by Archdiocesan Ministries’ Adult Formation team, the theme for this mini-retreat will be “Hope In Times Of 
Pain”. The key scripture will be: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” John 1:5. On 
Saturday 30th August from 9am at Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston. All are welcome to attend. To find out more or 
to register, please visit tinyurl.com/AMPAugust 
 
Canonisation Celebration Event: The Youth and Young Adults team from Archdiocesan Ministries - the Catholic Collective 
-  invites you to celebrate the Canonisation of the Church's newest saints and venerate their holy relics. Sunday 13th          
September from 4:30pm at St Patrick's Catholic Church, Fortitude Valley. All are welcome to join in a Holy Hour leading into 
a Youth Mass followed by a festival and celebration. To find out more, please visit catholiccollective.org.au 


