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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
20th / 21st DECEMBER 2025

Fhe Paston’s Pen.... 1twasan awful experience to get home last Sunday night

after celebrating the 6.00pm Mass at Christ the King. We celebrated the rejoicing we
have in Christ, while as soon as | turned on the TV all | heard and saw was shock,
horror and grief at the Bondi terror attack. Clearly, this was all happening in Sydney
while | and many others were going to Mass or getting on with their Sunday evening
routine. There’s nothing | can say about this dreadful mass shooting that hasn’t
already been said by many others. | can only urge us to prayer, to focus on the God of
all life and hope and to do whatever we can to help those caught up in this trauma,
remembering how close is the margin between joy and sorrow.

This will be the last newsletter before Christmas and for the two weekends following,
due to the Parish Office closing from Christmas Eve until reopening on Monday 5th
January 2026. After the last Christmas morning Mass there will be no Mass until the
usual weekend Masses on 27/28 December which will be the Feast of the Holy Family.
The next Mass after that will be the morning of Thursday 1st January in honour of Mary,
Mother of God and prayers for world peace. Then Masses will be celebrated as usual
on the weekend 3/4 January 2026 for the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. Please
keep this schedule in mind with our Christmas Season so affected by public holidays.

What follows here is a reflection on the readings, especially the Gospel text for this
weekend. May the peace, mercy and hope of Christ always be strong in our hearts.

Fr. Mark Percival. MA, PP.

Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading
focuses our contemplation of the mystery of the Incarnation we
celebrate at Christmas: “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ
came about” (Matthew 1:18).

he Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from
Joseph's perspective. Today's Gospel passage is the second
movement in this story. In the preceding verses of the first chapter of Matthew's
Gospel, the Evangelist has listed the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his lineage through
King David to Abraham. In the chapter that follows, Matthew tells of the visit from the
Magi, the Holy Family's flight into Egypt, and Herod's massacre of the infants in
Bethlehem. (The other stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation,
the Visitation, the angel and the shepherds, are to be found in the Gospel of Luke).

We shouldn’t gloss over too quickly the difficult circumstances described in today's
Gospel. The way that Joseph and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about
these holy people and their faith in God. Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married.
This is sometimes described as an engagement period, but it is more than that.
Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was in fact the first part of the marriage
contract. A breach of this contract was considered adultery. Mary is found to be with
child. If adultery is proven, the punishment might have been death. Joseph has rights
under Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to end the marriage
contract so as to protect Mary. Then God intervenes.

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much
about the child that Mary bears and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy
Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be
the fulfillment of the prophecy heard in today's first reading from Isaiah: “. . . The virgin
shall be with child . . . and shall name him Emmanuel [God with us].”

Joseph accepts this and does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his
wife and welcomes the child in her womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both
cooperative with God's plan. They are both models for us of what it means to be
faithful servants of God. In the many challenges of life we can, with God’s grace, also
live according to God’s will and further God’s plan.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

4.00pm Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th December ~ St Joseph’s
6.00pm Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th December ~ St Joseph’s

8.00am Christmas Day Thursday 25th December ~ St Joseph’s
9.30am Christmas Day Thursday 25th December ~ Christ the King

Mary the Holy Mother of God ~ New Year’s Day
9.00am Thursday 1st January ~ St Joseph’s

All weekend Mass times are as per normal schedule throughout
the holiday season. Weekday Masses will resume on 7th January.




I WEEKDAY LITURGIES HYMNS AND RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY MASSES

Wednesday 4.00 pm St Joseph'’s - Christmas Eve Mass . < »
Vs Y ggg Bm g: gosegn:s ) gnris:mas EV e I:,Il ass GATHERING: “O EMMANUEL
ursday — 8.00 am oseph's - Lhristmas Day Mass Refrain: O Emmanuel come into our hearts
_ 9.30 am Christ the King - Christmas Day Mass O Emmanuel we’re waiting for your light.
Friday No Mass O Emmanuel God is with us now.
SUNDAY MASSES O Emmanuel, Emmanuel.
Saturday 5.30 pm St Joseph's o
Sunday 8.00 am St Joseph’s 1. We your people are waiting for you, Lord,
9.30 am  Christ the King waiting all throughout the earth.
6.00 pm  Christ the King We your people are waiting for you, Lord,

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE waiting to celebrate your birth. {
Saturday ~ 4.30 pm - 5.00 pm St Joseph's 3. We your people are ready for you, Lord, 7

Other times by appointment. read}}’, to Clilarf)ge and repe}rllt. Y

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM We your people are ready for you, Lord,

The Sacrament of Baptism for Children is celebrated ready for you to come again.
by appointment on the following Sundays of the month
2nd Sunday 11.00 am St Joseph’s o0 "
4th Sunda)}/ 11.00 am Christ tﬁe King PENITENTIAL ACT: "THE CONFITEOR
All enquiries to the Parish Office I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,
LITURGICAL CALENDAR in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT [And, striking their breast, they say:]

SUN, 21 DEC FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

IS 710'14, Rom 11'7, Mt 118'24 [Then [hey C()n[inue:]
MON, 22 DEC 1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,

TUE, 23 DEC St John of Kanty, priest - Optional Memorial
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
WED, 24 DEC 2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Lk 1:67-79

and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

CHRISTMAS TIME RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
THU, 25 DEC  The NATIVITY of the LORD "PSALM 24: LET THE LORD ENTER"
- Solemnity with octave (Holy Day of Obligation) A
Vigil: 1s 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 ( . /B—— I — S— f I I
Night: 1s 9:1-7; Titus 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 D4y e e Z l 1 I l ! I —— l [ D ll
Dawn:1s 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 o) ' T T — l
Day: 1s52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 Let the Lord en - ter; He is the King of glo - ry.
(Note: Night Readings will be used at all Masses)
FRI, 26 DEC St Stephen, the first martyr - Feast COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEGMENTS
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 “O Emmanuel” Text and Tune: Michael Mangan, © 1995, 2005 Litmus Productions.
i i "Psalm 24: Let the Lord Enter" Text: Psalm 23 (24), Text: Psalm 24, The English translation of
SAT, 27 DEC .St,:l:ggshtn’ apostle, evangelist, patron saint of Turkey Ps:lm Respofl;;seﬁro(;n Lecttif(:)nar; ftor I\S/Iaass © 1(96;, 1;8t1, ls9a97, ICELe glish fransiation o

Music: Colin Smith, © 1995 Colin Smith, Revised 2016 Willow Publishing Refrain trans.

1Jn 1:1-4; In 20:2-8
! All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-640186.
SUN’ 28 DEC The HOLY FAMILY of JESUS’ MARY AND JOSEPH "The Confiteor" English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved

1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28 or Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14;
1Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 or Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52 SUNDAYS OF ADVENT FOR OUR CHILDREN

MON, 25 DEC. - 3th doy i fe Octove of e Nttty ves | Advent has been a time of waiting, where we have been
Roman Catholic Diocesan Clergy - Optional Memorial invited to prepare our hearts for the most precious gift of all,

1Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 Jesus, at Christmas.
TUE, 30 DEC 6th day in the Octave of the Nativity The Fourth Sunday of Advent is a Sunday of
1Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 - Love. We light the last of our Advent candles on
WED, 31 DEC  7th day in the Octave of the Nativity our Advent wreath. How many Advent

St Sylvester 1, pope - Optional Memorial candles are now lit? The candle for the Fourth

1Jn2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 J ;
! ) Sunday is sometimes called the ‘Angel’s Candle’. ) 29
THU, 1 JAN MARY, the Holy MOTHER OF GOD - Solemnity A sym%olizes the love and the mess%ge of Gode (ibaREns

Num 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 love that the angels announced at Jesus’ birth.

FRI, 2 JAN Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
?'f]mogs.’zg?gtg.rsﬁlf{hf;ﬁﬁ’ém - Memorial SVdP Hamper Delivery: Sunday 21st December after the
(Alt. Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Mt 23:8-12) 8am Mass. If you are able to assist come to the parish office
SAT, 3 JAN The Most Holy Name of Jesus - Optional Memorial  (back entry via walkway through the Columbarium) at 9am.
1n 2:29 - 3:6; Jn 1:29-34 Parish Office Closure: the parish office will close at midday
SUN, 4 JAN The EPIPHANY of the LORD - Solemnity on Wednesday 24th December and will reopen at 9.00am on

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 Monday 5th January 2026. During this time if you experience
New Year’'s Day Mass ~ Mary the Holy Mother of God: an emergency or need to plan a funeral please contact the
9.00am on Thursday 1st January at St Joseph’s Church. emergency parish phone on 0422 107 802.

We pray for the good health, strength and healing of: lan Alexander, Pauline Apps, Ron Atkins, Shirley Baldwin, Michelle Bourke, Sandra
Brown, Geraldine Cain, Bridie Carr, Cath Dennis, Maureen Doherty, Marie Duffy, Lameka Eketi, Wilma Evans, Brian Garrone, Margaret
Garrone, Fr Barry Grayson, Mark Inmon, Maureen Inmon, Anastasia Jamieson, Bevan Johnson, Fran Johnson, George Keane, Charles
Keating, Katherine Kennedy, Clare Kratzmann, Natalie McCauley, Neil McCormack, Kathleen McKenzie, Damien Mollard, Richard Niland,
Jan O’Donoghue, Jimmy O’Keefe, Emma Parer, Genevieve Parer, Shelly Parer, Carmel Percival, Evander Petersen, Sr Margaret Reis
olsh, Erin Seymour, Paul Taylor, Dulce Tazelaar, Sr Cyprian Thureson pbvm, Dong (Joseph) Vu, Rebecca Wallace, Miriam Webb. We
pray for all our parishioners living in aged care. We pray for all who are suffering.

May the recently deceased rest in peace: the victims of the Bondi Terror Attack, Fr Paul Mercieca CP, lan Noon, Joan Armstrong,
Fr Frank Lourigan, Fr Van Huong, Fr Tom Ritchie ofm, Lorne Mourilyan, Frank Alcorth, Wari Williams, Rob Johnson

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Anne-Marie & Frank Deschamps, Murray & Helena Pine, George & John
Davis, Len Daniels, Agnes Thomas, Kathleen Grealy, Peg Armstrong, Peter Pitot, Flo Maher, Bill McMullan, Matthew O’Dea, Margaret
Chan, Joyce Faulkner, Alan Randall, Therese Do, Maurice Bauer, Enid Esdale, Mary Campbell, Robert Kirsopp, Ernie Thorpe, Brian Hauff,
Neil Stafford, Noni Darch, Valma Cowie, Evelyn Dangerfield, Joan Geeling, John McKeon, Carmel See, Joyce O’Brien, Dan Augustine,
George & John Brereton, Des & Lois Kerwick, Nancy O’Neil, Mary Conway, Gerald O’Hanlon, Folkert Melgert, Anne Crossin, Patricia Edey




